Curator’s Choice

By: Sara Franklin,

Bennington Parian: A Look at MAG Lab Volunteer
Exquisite Craftsmanship

his intriguing piece of ceramic (Figure 1) was recovered from a mid-
19th century brick-lined privy, part of the Federal Reserve site
(18BC27), a three-block area located in downtown Baltimore. Construc-

tion was already under way for the bank building when workers discov-
ered the foundations of the original neighborhood including this privy.
Archaeologists were contacted but only had a three-week window to exca-
vate, collect and analyze Feature 23 as well as several other features.

. . " . . . . leaves. Each piece was in a sense: one of a kind.
ship and beautiful details, including delicate Grecian lines around b

the body as well as beautifully-crafted three-dimensional grapes,
leaves, a small flower and twisted grape vines wrapped around the

entire vessel.

This vessel may have been
made in Bennington,
Vermont by the Fenton
Works Pottery founded in
1847 by Christopher Webber
Fenton (later renamed the
United States Pottery). He ex-
perimented with producing

Rockingham ware, refined

white earthenware and yellow

wares. Fenton was also fasci-
Similar grape cluster shown on this Parian vase found on Etsy.com
nated with the bisque porce-
lain called Parian ware that
was popular in England. He is
believed to have produced in-
tricate works, like the cologne
bottle dating circa 1847-1858

shown in Figure 2.

I ere are many similarities
between the Baltimore Figure 2. Complete example of a parian porcelain co-

logne bottle that is very similar to the Baltimore ves-

artifact and the cologne bot- wwwebav.com
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Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum is part of the TR' I ST
DI AN @I (ALANAINE Maryland Historical Trust, an agency of the

Maryland Department of Planning, Baltimore.

The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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